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WRITING BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATIONS FOR     
ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS 

To cite files available for viewing/downloading on the 
World Wide Web, the MLA suggest giving the 
following information, including as many items from 
the list below as are relevant and available. 

1. Name of the author, editor, compiler, or 
translator, reversed for alphabetizing and 
followed by an abbreviation such as ed., trans., if 
appropriate. 

2. Title of the article, poem, short story along with 
the title of the scholarly project, database, 
periodical, in quotation marks. 

3. Title of book (underlined). 

4. Name of the editor, compiler, translator, if not 
cited earlier. 

5. Publication information for any print version of 
this resource (if appropriate). 

6. Title of scholarly project, database, periodical or 
professional or personal site (underlined); or, for 
a site with no title, a description such as Home 
Page. 

7. Name of the editor of the scholarly project or 
database, if available. 

8. Version number of the source, if not part of the 
title, or other identifying number. 

9. Date of electronic publication, of the latest 
update, or of the posting. 

10.  Page numbers or the number of paragraphs or of 
  other numbered sections of the material, if any. 

11.  Name of any institution or organization 
sponsoring  or associated with the web site. 

12.  Date resource was viewed. 

13.  Electronic address, or URL, of the resource 
(in<angle brackets>). It is no longer considered 
necessary to include the protocol (http://) since 
most browsers will work without its inclusion. If 
possible, however, show the URL of the web site 
in its entirety without break or inappropriate 
hyphens at line endings and without spaces. 
(Provide the URL its own line if necessary.)  
<webster.commnet.edu/HP/pages/grammar.htm> 
Note, also that spelling and, sometimes, even 
decisions about which case to use can be critically 
important in reporting URLs. 
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SAMPLES OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATIONS:  

MLA STYLE 
 

The following sample citations are taken from: Gibaldi, 
Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 
5th ed. New York: The Modern Language Association 
of America, 1999. The MLA reference number precedes 
each sample citation. 
 
Basic Rules 
• Double space all citations; if an entry runs 

more than one line, indent  all additional lines 
5 spaces or one-half inch. (Examples are 
single spaced to conserve space) 

• Underline the title, including any subtitle(s), 
but not the period ending the title. 

 
4.6.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.6.14 
 
 

A book by a single author 

Author. Book Title. edition. Place of   
         publication: Publisher, Date. 
 
Jones, Barry. Technology: The Future of 
        Work. New York: Oxford UP,       
         1995. 
 
Newcomb, Horace, ed. Television: The  
        Critical View. 5th ed. New  York:  
         Oxford UP, 1994.  
 

4.6.3. Two or more books by the same author 

To cite two or more books by the same 
author, give the name in the first entry only. 
 For all additional entries, type three 
hyphens, in place of the name, followed by 
a period, and the title. 
 
Frye, Northrop. Anatomy of Criticism:     
        Four Essays. Princeton: Princeton  
        UP, 1957. 
 
---. The Double Vision: Language and   
        Meaning in Religion. Toronto: U  
        of  Toronto P, 1991. 
 

4.6.4. A book by two or more authors 

When citing a book by two or more authors, 
reverse only the name of the first author, 
add a comma, and give the other name(s) 
in normal form in the order of appearance 
on the title page. 
 
Eggins, Suzanne, and Diane Slade.  
        Analy- zing Casual Conversation.  
        London: Cassell, 1997. 
 
If there are more than three authors, you 
may name only the first, and add et al. (and 
others), or you may give all names in full, in 
order, as they appear on the title page. 
 
Gilman, Sander, et al. Hysteria Beyond   
        Freud. Berkeley: U of California P,  
        1993. 

 
4.6.7. 

 

A work (essay, short story, or poem) in 
an anthology 
 
Author. “Title (of work).” Title of antho-    
        logy. Editor’s name. Place:  
        Publisher, Date. Pages cited. 
 
Calvino, Italo. “Cybernetics and Ghosts.”    
        The Uses of Literature: Essays.  
        Trans. Patrick Creagh. San Diego:  
        Harcourt, 1982. 3-27. 
 

4.6.8. An article in a reference book 
Entry author (if signed). “Entry Title.”        
        Book Title. Book author/editor.  Place  
         : Publisher, Date. 
 
“Ginsberg, Ruth Bader.” Who’s Who in       
         America. 52nd ed. 1998. 
   
NOTE: When citing familiar reference books, 
do not give full publication information. List 
only the edition and year of publication. 

4.7.1 - 
4.7.4 

An article in a scholarly journal 

 Author. “Article Title.” Journal Title  
        volume number. issue number Year:  
        page numbers. 
 
White, Sabina, and Andrew Winzelberg.  
        “Laughter and Stress.” Humor 5  
        (1992): 343-55. 
 
Barthelme, Frederick. “Architecture.”         
         Kansas Quarterly 13.3-4 (1981):  
        77-80. 
 
NOTE: When citing a journal issue number, 
record the issue in decimal format, i.e. 2.1, 
(volume 2, issue 1) or 13.3-4 (volume 13, 
issue 3-4, combined). 

 
4.7.5 An article in a newspaper 

Author. “Article Title.” Newspaper Title  
        (omit initial articles) Day Mon.Year,  
        edition: page number. 
 
Lohr, Steve. “Now Playing: Babes in  
        Cyberspace.” New York Times 3  
        Apr. 1998, late ed.: C1+. 
 

4.7.6 An article in a magazine 

Author. “Article Title.” Magazine Title  
        Day(if given) Mon. Year: page  
        numbers. 
Mehta, Pratap Bhanu. “Exploding Myths.”   
        New Republic 6 June 1998: 17- 19. 
 
Pearlstein, Rick. “Abridged Too Far?”         
        Lingua Franca Apr.-May 1997:  23- 
        24. 




